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June 3rd, 2010  
Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment Board
Mayo Designated Office

Box 297, Mayo
Yukon, Y0B 1M0
Phone: 867-996-4040 Fax: 867-996-4049
Email: mayo.do@yesab.ca
Attn:
Mayo District Officer
Re:
Project Name: Rau Access 

Project Number: 2010-0121
To Whom It May Concern:
The Yukon Conservation Society respectfully suggests that YESAB recommend against this project for the following reasons:

· An upgrade of existing access and establishment of new access road is intended to be done without:

· Full details of what ‘gated’ implies

· Full details of what ‘fall’ access implies and does this mean a four-season road

· Staking of claims has occurred along the proposed ‘road’ route, which is a misuse of the Yukon Quartz Mining Act

Scope of the Project

From the YESAB Public Notice (document 018-1 on the YESAB registry) it states that: 

“The principal activity of this proposed project is the construction of 40 km of new access and to upgrade 13 km of existing access. The purpose of these activities is to establish an on-claim pioneer access road from the existing Hanson-McQuesten road to the Beaver River. The access road is intended to provide winter access for the transport of supplies for ongoing exploration at the Rau property. The property is located approximately 45 km northeast of Keno City, in central Yukon.”

However, the proponent then states in the Project Proposal (document 001-1 on the YESAB registry, page 14 of 19), that: 
“The portion of the pioneer road route from the Hanson-McQuesten road to the Clarke Lakes would be gated to restrict access other than for winter and eventually fall and winter supply trips to the property contingent upon annual conditions. The common portion of the route used by all stakeholders mentioned is the 13 km section of the Wind River Trail between Clarke Lakes and the Beaver River. This section of the route will likely require only minimal upgrade and will not be modified to impede current accessibility.”

Further information is required from the proponent on this ‘gated’ access. Specifically:

· Will it be staffed?

· Will the gating be year round and of such construction to prevent summer ATV access? 

· What is the definition of ‘fall’ access? Is it the intention of the proponent to establish a four-season access road? If so, much greater detail of the planned construction and environmental impacts must be provided?

Recommendation

That YESAB reject this application until such time as the additional information on staffing, construction of the ‘gate’, and the definition of the ‘fall access’ is submitted for environmental and socio-economic assessment. 
Quartz Mining Act
In Application For Class 4 Quartz Mining Land Use Approval (document 002-01 on the YESAB registry, page 9 of 37), the proponent states:

“Quartz claims have been staked to cover a 13 km portion of the existing Wind River Trail from Clarke Lakes to the Beaver River with the intention of utilizing this existing access for fall and winter use to the Rau property.”

On the same page it then further states:

“Quartz claims have been staked to cover roughly 40 km of new proposed access road from the Hansen-McQuesten road to the existing Wind River Trail as shown on the maps provided. Approximately 22 km of the proposed route are covered by claims owned by ATAC Resources Ltd. And the remainder of the route is covered by claims held by Alexco Keno Hill Mining Corp. A letter of consent has been issued by Alexco allowing ATAC to access these claims.”
It would appear that the proponent has staked the proposed access trail from the existing Wind River Trail to the actual area where they intend to work 

This hard rock staking of access roads is not, in the opinion of the Yukon Conservation Society, the intent of the Quartz Mining Act. Claims must be for mining, not access roads. 

Section 12 of the Quartz Mining Act states: 

Right to acquire mineral claims

12 Any individual eighteen years of age or over may enter, locate, prospect, and mine for minerals on 

(a) any vacant territorial lands; and

(b) any lands in respect of which the right to enter, prospect, and mine for minerals is under the administration and control of the Commissioner.

From the proponents submission it is apparent that the prospecting and mining for minerals will not be occurring on the Rau access road. 

An example of an equivalent but inappropriate use of the Quartz Mining Act would be if an environmental group staked claims to prevent a project from proceeding on a certain plot of land. 

Recommendation
Since the proponent has staked this access road as quartz claims, and since this is the physical ground connection to the claims that will actually be explored, and since the actual access road claims will not be used for prospecting nor mining YCS urges that YESAB reject this application until such time as the proponent has clarified:

· With the Quartz Mining Act regulatory authorities the status of their claims covered by YESAB project 2010-0121.
· How else they intend to establish a ‘pioneer road route’ on Yukon land
If you have any questions, please contact the undersigned.

Yours truly

Lewis Rifkind

Mining Coordinator
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