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June 24th, 2010
Yukon Environmental and Socio-Economic Assessment Board
Dawson Designated Office

3rd and Church Street

Dawson City, Y0B 1G0

Attn:
YESAB Dawson Designated Office

Re:
Project Name:

Quartz Exploration at Tombstone Park

Project Proponent:
Canadian United Minerals Inc.

Project Number:
2010-0107

To Whom It May Concern:

This project should not be recommended to proceed by the Yukon Environmental and Socio-Economic Assessment Board for the following reasons:

· environmental impacts, particularly on sheep and caribou habitat
· economic impacts, particularly on tourism to Tombstone Park

· social impacts, particularly with regards to park values

· major clarification is required on the proponents application

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS
Impacts on Sheep

The Horn Claims, where the blasting and diamond drilling are planned, are in important Dall Sheep habitat – refer to Appendix E, Dall Sheep Habitat Map, page 99 of the Tombstone Management Plan (the Tombstone Management Plan forms part of YCS’s submission). 

The application site is within critical winter range of a Dall sheep population. Dall sheep are known to have a low tolerance for disturbance in their winter range, particularly from helicopter activity. It does not appear that the proponent has identified potential lambing cliffs or migration routes that could be adversely affected by development at this site nor along the access route. 
For more information on the impacts of helicopter activity on sheep habitat refer to the attached paper entitled “Mountain Sheep and Helicopter Surveys” (attached). There is also information available from the Yukon Government pamphlet “Flying In Sheep Country” (attached).
Impacts on Caribou

The access route goes through important Caribou habitat and movement corridors – refer to Appendix E, Caribou Habitat map, page 93 of the Tombstone Management Plan. 

Further information is required from the proponent on the timing of helicopter fly-ins, and snow-mobile use. This must be examined to see how it will affect caribou in the park, and what mitigation, if any, can be done to reduce the environmental impact.
There are two herds of concern in the region, the Porcupine Caribou Herd and the Hart Herd. 

Impacts on the Porcupine Herd can be mitigated by halting on-land activity, helicopter overflights and snow-mobile use when the Porcupine Herd is migrating through the Tombstone park region. Further information is required from the proponent on when they intend to perform such activities and whether this overlaps with Porcupine Herd movements.

The Hart Herd is of concern because it is part of the Northern Mountain population of Caribou, which is listed as a species of “special concern” under SARA . This means there has to be a recovery plan for them. YCS believes that this plan is currently under development and has not yet been finalized. The presence of a species of special concern should be noted and the impacts of the proposed project upon this herd properly assessed prior to developments that could affect them. It is the opinion of the Yukon Conservation Society that such an assessment has not occurred. 
ECONOMIC IMPACTS

Impacts on Tourism
Noise Pollution

The proposed mining activities will have a serious impact on recreational and scenic values in the park. Noise from blasting and other activities will be easily heard from the main visitor destination areas around Tombstone and Monolith Mountain. It is telling that vehicles, especially large trucks climbing the incline just past the Tombstone campground on the Dempster Highway, can be heard all the over the Tombstone Valley
One can only imagine, as no testing has been done, on how the sound of the drilling rigs and associated blasting will reverberate around the Tombstone Mountain area. There is the question of when (as in what time of year) the drilling and blasting will be done. It could theoretically be done outside of the spring, summer and fall tourist season. However, it must be recognized that park users are present in the winter in this region, be it back-country skiers and snow-mobilers. In fact, winter recreational use has increased to such a degree Environment Yukon now issues avalanche alerts for Tombstone Park when conditions warrant to ensure all the winter users take appropriate precautions. 
It must also be recognized that there are no noise regulations governing activity in parks. This does not imply that noise emissions can be ignored. Absence of regulations over a pollutant does not imply the pollutant, in this case noise, does not have a negative impact. This disruption will severely reduce the values for which the park was established. 
It is worth noting that the Tombstone valley, within audio range of the proposed activities, was recently voted one of the top 5 hikes to hike in the May 28th edition of the Globe and Mail (text copy of the article attached). It is highly unlikely that had the authors known of the potential noise pollution from the proposed project they would have included the Tombstone valley hike. This would have resulted in significant economic negative impacts due to the loss of publicity to the Yukon tourism image in Canada’s ‘national’ newspaper. 
Social Impacts
Headwaters of the Blackstone River system

The proposed mining exploration work lies on the headwaters of the pristine Blackstone River. It is unclear if the proposed exploration activity has a high potential for acid rock drainage, nor the affects it would have on fisheries should the resulting metal contaminants affect the water in the upper Blackstone.
The Blackstone is part of the headwaters of the Peel Watershed. While it is recognized that Tombstone Park is not part of the Peel Watershed Planning Commission mandate, it must be noted that environmental assessments that could affect the water quality that flows into the mandated area should, in the opinion of YCS, be done in consultation with the Peel Watershed Planning Commission. 
For the record, YCS wishes to draw to YESAB’s attention to the proposed planning zoning required in the Peel Watershed Areas immediately adjacent to the proposed project area. This report is available on-line at http://www.peel.planyukon.ca/. The Blackstone River Uplands, the area of the report in question, begins on page 4-2-11.
Aspects of the proposed Peel Watershed Plan that are adjacent to the project area must, in the opinion of YCS, be considered as part of this project review by YESAB.

Under the section entitled “rationale for designation” there are the following highlights:

“This area which lies north (Kit Range) and east (Upper Hart) of Tombstone Park has been identified as having high value for both the Porcupine and Hart Caribou Herds. The Federal Species at Risk Act has designated the Northern Mountain Caribou as of “Special Concern”. Caribou are ins serious decline throughout Canada, and this area within the herd’s winter range and northern key rutting habitats represents an opportunity to protect the Hart River caribou herd.
The West Hart River area also contains a migratory route for the Hart River caribou herd to its ranges further south. By including key wintering habitat just north of Tombstone Park and west of the Dempster Highway in this SMA, connecting for these key habitats will be addressed (See Map 12 of the Conservation Assessment).

The LMU contains critical Dall Sheep habitat. The Ogilvie (and South Richardson) Mountains are also areas of the highest potential for rare and endemic plants due to their glacial histories. The area supports important community cultural activities of the TH, as well as outdoor recreation, hunting/outfitting, and tourism in the adjacent Tombstone Territorial Park and Dempster Highway Corridor.

The Ogilivie Mountains contain key winter habitat for Porcupine Caribou and areas of high importance for rare and endemic plant species. Alpine area of the Ogilivie contain key habitats for many species, including Grizzly Bears, and birds of conservation concern. There are several known mineral licks.
Zinc showings have been found in this LMU. While there may be potential for site-level mitigation for mine development, TH consultations consider industrial use as incompatible with their values. Further, all-season access is thought to have immitigable environmental risks in this headwater area of the Blackstone and Ogilvie Rivers. TH were especially concerned about likely harm to water quality, caribou migrations/wintering grounds, and community cultural use. Other likely secondary impacts from increased access include excessive hunting pressures on sheep and caribou, and off-road vehicle impacts on sensitive terrain and rare plant communities.
For these reasons, the PWPC has recommended the area be recognized as an SMA with Fish and Wildlife emphasis, with regulatory designation as an Ecological Reserve to address key fish and wildlife resource values/interests.”
Park Values

The proposed exploration work and mine is in the heart of one of Yukon’s most impressive proposed parks. Mining in core park areas is not acceptable. Advanced mining exploration will leave permanent scars on the landscape and will detract from park values, even if it is in an area that the mine proponent considers not heavily used by park visitors.   

If this exploration work is allowed to proceed it will compromise the spirit and implementation of the Tombstone Park Management Plan. 
Approval of such an advanced exploration project potentially implies approving a mine in Tombstone Park in the future. This is clearly such a non-starter, better to deal with getting rid of this activity now and not waiting until a full-blown mine proposal is submitted. 

Issues in applicants proposal

YCS recognizes that other commentators on this application have touched on some of the issues below. YCS apologizes for any duplications. 

Blackstone Access

The proponent intends to use the Blackstone River as an access route. It must be noted that it is not an existing trail. While historically it has been used as a route, there is no defined markings (or damage) on the ground to indicate that it is a ‘trail’ or ‘path’ in the development sense of the words. 

Width of Dempster Corridor

They proponent states in YESAB exhibit 011-1 – Response to Information Request 11 May 2010 that:

“An application for a park use permit has been filed for Monday, May 10 with Parks administrators (D. Amos, away till May 10), and no permit is required to cross the Dempster Corridor (8 km both sides of centerline of Dempster Hwy) as only permitted access will be used in winter via snowmobile when snow conditions allow such travel (30 cm snow cover plus approval of Minister). The use of a helicopter from an established road off the highway is not considered an activity requiring a Dempster Corridor access permit under the Dempster Highway Development Act regulations.” 

However, as stated in the Tombstone Management Plan (attached to this submission) Section 3.0 Tombstone Corridor (page 6) 
3.0 Tombstone Corridor

The Tombstone Corridor (see Map 3) was excluded from the Tombstone Territorial Park to provide for continued highway maintenance activities, a possible future pipeline, transmission line or other public visitor infrastructure that may be required along the Dempster Highway.

The Tombstone Corridor is addressed through a separate management plan.

The Tombstone Corridor is described as follows (kilometre references are to the

Dempster Highway):

• West side of Dempster Highway: The Tombstone Corridor extends 500 metres from the centreline of the Dempster Highway from Wolf Creek (kilometre 50.5) northwards to the point where the Blackstone River crosses from the west to the east side of the road (kilometre 115.3). At that point, the Corridor follows the western boundary of R-19B at Chapman Lake. There are variations in this boundary at the Tombstone Campground (which is included in Tombstone Territorial Park) and at Two Moose Lake (where the Corridor is expanded to accommodate a possible pipeline in the future).

• East side of Dempster Highway: The Tombstone Corridor extends 500 metres from the centreline of the Dempster Highway from kilometre 65.3 northwards to where the East Blackstone River crosses the Dempster Highway (kilometre 86). From here the corridor boundary follows the east bank of the East Blackstone River north to kilometre 120.3.

The Tombstone Corridor will be managed under the Area Development Act and will not be subject to the provisions of Schedule A to Chapter 10 of the Tr’ondek Hwech’in Final Agreement.

The Yukon government has committed to manage the Tombstone Corridor in a manner that respects Park values and, subject to the Tombstone Corridor objectives, is consistent with this management plan.
YCS wishes to draw YESAB’s attention to the fact that “The Tombstone Corridor extends 500 metres from the centreline of the Dempster Highway from Wolf Creek (kilometre 50.5) northwards to the point where the Blackstone River crosses from the west to the east side of the road (kilometre 115.3).”

It would appear that the Dempster Corridor within the Tombstone Park area is not 8 km wide as stated by the proponent, rather it is 500 metres wide. 
Use of NorthwesTel Microwave Tower roads

The proponent states in exhibit 002-1 Horn Park Permit Prelim 1 page 1 that 

“Access is from the Dempster Hwy at the communications tower near the Blackstone R. - this allows a shorter route for the helicopter as a staging area. In winter, a trail would be used either up the Blackstone or using the shorter route from the communication tower topography, etc. permitting.”

However, as stated in the Tombstone Management Plan (attached to this submission) Section 15.3 Management Principles (page 64)
15.3.8 The Northwestel microwave sites and existing access roads will continue to be managed subject to existing lease agreements and the Tombstone Territorial Park Management Plan.
It is worth noting that Section 15.1 (page 61) states:

Visitors currently use the existing Northwestel microwave sites and access roads for various recreational pursuits. This use is expected to continue until the roads are gated or access is denied by Northwestel.
YCS wishes to draw YESAB’s attention that the access to the Northwestel microwave sites are not public roads. As such, any and all access by the proponent must be governed by the Tombstone Management Plan (attached). 

To conclude, YCS states that this project should not be recommended to proceed by the Yukon Environmental and Socio-Economic Assessment Board for the following reasons:

· environmental impacts, particularly on sheep and caribou habitat

· economic impacts, particularly on tourism to Tombstone Park

· social impacts, particularly with regards to park values

· major clarification is required on the proponents application

If you have any questions, please contact the undersigned.
Lewis Rifkind

Mining Coordinator

Yukon Conservation Society

302 Hawkins Street

Whitehorse, Yukon

Y1A 1X6   Canada

Tel: 867-668-5678

Fax: 867-668-6637

Email: ycspipe@ycs.yk.ca
Attachments:

· Tombstone Management Plan

· Mountain Sheep and Helicopter Surveys

· Flying In Sheep Country
· May 28th edition of the Globe and Mail (text copy of article)

